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Jaffa, also known as Yafo, is one of 
the oldest cities in the world and 
boasts a colourful and long history. 
Not many people know that Tel Aviv, 
the cosmopolitan city along the 
Mediterranean coast, originated as a 
new district of Jaffa, which expanded 
northwards in order to cope with its 
growing population. In 1910, this new 
district was renamed Tel Aviv and 
demarcated as a new territorial unit. The 
two cities were merged in 1950, and today 
its official name is Tel Aviv-Yafo.
 Jaffa is a welcoming neighbourhood 
with its own charm, where opulent 
mansions, gourmet restaurants, and 
refined cafés stand side by side with 
abandoned old buildings and simple, 
authentic eateries.
 To capture the special feel of this place, 
start with a walk along the harbour. 
It doesn’t matter whether you do so 
during the day or at night – it’s always 
full of atmosphere and stories to discover. 
This, one of the world’s oldest harbours 
(with a history stretching back at least 
4000 years), is still in use today. It’s 
even mentioned in the Bible and Greek 
myths. According to legend, a naked 
Andromeda was chained to the rocks in 
the water near Jaffa’s port until the heroic 
Perseus saved her from a torturous death. 
Throughout the ages, countless cultures 
have used this port for trade and travel. 
Today, the harbour is mainly used by local 
fishermen. Relax in a nearby restaurant 
and enjoy the flavour of freshly caught 
fish and seafood with a great view of the 
fishing boats and yachts.

 One thing you definitely shouldn’t 
miss is the Jaffa Flea Market. Here, 
vendors offer almost anything you 
can imagine. The unique atmosphere, 
fascinating items, narrow streets, and 
ancient buildings conjure a feeling 
of being in a completely different 
world, far away from modern Tel Aviv. 
For traditional hummus, head to 
Abu Hassan/Ali Karavan, the most 
famous hummus eatery in the area. 
You cannot visit Israel without trying 
this dish, because hummus is not just 
food – it’s a matter of culture. For more 
than 60 years, the owner has been 
serving hummus made according to his 
mother’s recipes.
 Continue your sightseeing with 
the Clock Tower (featuring German 
architectural influences) and the 
Church of St. Peter (a Spanish Baroque 
Catholic church), until you reach Old 
Jaffa, the oldest part of the city and 
home of the Sea Mosque (Jama al Bahr), 
which has been renovated and is now 
open to the public. After a walk through 
the centuries, take a peek inside the 
small art galleries and pass through 
the Gate of Faith. In conclusion, cross 
the Wishing Bridge and make a wish to 
return soon to this magical place!
 Ancient Jaffa still retains its character 
and authenticity. It’s a diverse place – 
home to Christians, Jews, and Muslims – 
where port workers and residents now 
share the waterfront with inspiration-
seeking creatives and curious, sun-
seeking tourists. All spun into a unique 
canvas of urban sensations.

Jaffa – Israel’s historical gem
Drop anchor in the ancient port city from which Tel Aviv emerged.
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